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Unit 2: c. 600 BCE - c. 600 CE 

Based on the following key concepts 
(and the dates) make predictions on what 
we will see in the unit. 
 



2.1 Development and codification of belief systems: 

●Religion and belief systems provided a social bond, increased 
stratification, legitimized authority and created conflict. 

2.2 Growth and competition of empires: 

●Empires expanded, competed for resources which resulted in 
complex management systems to govern an ethnically and 
culturally diverse population.  It also resulted in conflict and 
eventual declines. 

2.3 Transregional networks of communication and exchange: 

- The organizing of large scale empires saw the increase in long 
distance trade. Water and land routes led to the exchange of 
people, technology, religious/cultural beliefs, food, animals and 
diseases. 

  

  

 



2.1 Development and codification of belief systems: States 
and Empires increased in size, interactions intensified and human 
communities transformed their religious/ideological beliefs.   
 

 

I. Codifications and further developments of existing 

religious traditions provided a bond among people and an 

ethical code to live by. 

 





2.1 Development and codification of belief systems: States 
and Empires increased in size, interactions intensified and human 
communities transformed their religious/ideological beliefs.   

 

 

 

II. New belief systems and cultural traditions emerged and 

spread, often asserting universal truths. 





2.1 Development and codification of belief systems: States 
and Empires increased in size, interactions intensified and human 
communities transformed their religious/ideological beliefs.   

 

 

 

III. Belief systems generally reinforced existing social 

structures while also offering new roles and status to some 

men and women. 





2.1 Development and codification of belief systems: States 
and Empires increased in size, interactions intensified and human 
communities transformed their religious/ideological beliefs.   

 

 

 

IV. Other religious and cultural traditions continued and in 

some places were incorporated into major religious 

traditions.  





2.2 Growth and competition of empires: Empires expanded, 
competed for resources which resulted in complex management 
systems to govern an ethnically and culturally diverse 
population.  It also resulted in conflict and eventual declines. 

 

 

 

 

I. The number and size of key states and empires grew 

dramatically as rulers imposed political unity on areas 

where previously there had been competing states.  





2.2 Growth and competition of empires: Empires expanded, 
competed for resources which resulted in complex management 
systems to govern an ethnically and culturally diverse 
population.  It also resulted in conflict and eventual declines. 

 

 

 

 

II. Empires and states developed new techniques of imperial 

administration based, in part, on the success of earlier 

political forms. 





2.2 Growth and competition of empires: Empires expanded, 
competed for resources which resulted in complex management 
systems to govern an ethnically and culturally diverse 
population.  It also resulted in conflict and eventual declines. 

 

 

 

III. Unique social and economic dimensions developed in 

imperial societies in Afro-Eurasia and the Americas. 





2.2 Growth and competition of empires: Empires expanded, 
competed for resources which resulted in complex management 
systems to govern an ethnically and culturally diverse 
population.  It also resulted in conflict and eventual declines. 

 

 

 

IV. The Roman, Han, Persian, Mauryan/Gupta empires 

encountered political, cultural, and administrative difficulties 

that they could not manage, which eventually led to their 

decline, collapse and transformation into successor 

empires/states.  





2.3 Transregional networks of communication and exchange: 
The organizing of large scale empires saw the increase in long 
distance trade. Water and land routes led to the exchange of 
people, technology, religious/cultural beliefs, food, animals and 
diseases. 

 

 

 

 

I. Land and water routes become the basis for interregional 

trade, communication, and exchange networks in the 

Eastern Hemisphere.  





2.3 Transregional networks of communication and exchange: 
The organizing of large scale empires saw the increase in long 
distance trade. Water and land routes led to the exchange of 
people, technology, religious/cultural beliefs, food, animals and 
diseases. 

 

 

 

 

II. New technologies facilitated-long distance communication 

and exchange. 





2.3 Transregional networks of communication and exchange: 
The organizing of large scale empires saw the increase in long 
distance trade. Water and land routes led to the exchange of 
people, technology, religious/cultural beliefs, food, animals and 
diseases. 

 

 

 

 

III. Alongside the trade in goods, the exchange of people, 

technology, religious and cultural beliefs, food crops, 

domesticated animals, and disease pathogens developed 

across extensive networks of communication and exchange.  




