
Unit 1: 
Technological and Environmental 

Transformations  
To c. 600 B.C.E. 



Based on the following key concepts 
(and the dates) make predictions on what 
we will see in the unit. 
 

Unit 1 
To c. 600 B.C.E. 



1.1 Big Geography & Peopling the Earth:  
● Throughout the Paleolithic era, humans developed sophisticated 

technologies and adapted to different geographical environments as they 
migrated from Africa to Eurasia, Australasia, and the Americas.  

1.2 Neolithic Rev. & Early Agricultural Societies: 
● Beginning about 10,000 years ago, some human communities adopted 

sedentism and agriculture, while others pursued hunter-forager or 
pastoralist lifestyles -- different pathways that had significant social and 
demographic ramifications.  

1.3 Development & Interaction of Early Societies: 
● The appearance of the first urban societies 5,000 years ago laid the 

foundations for the development of complex civilizations; these 
civilizations shared several significant social, political and economic 
characteristics.  

 



1.1 Big Geography & Peopling the Earth: Throughout the Paleolithic era, 
humans developed sophisticated technologies and adapted to 
different geographical environments as they migrated from Africa to 
Eurasia, Australasia, and the Americas.  

 

 

 

I. Archeological evidence indicates that during the 

Paleolithic era, hunter-forager bands of humans 

gradually migrated from their origin in East Africa 

to Eurasia, Australia, and the Americas, adapting 

their technology and cultures to new climate 

systems.  





1.2 Neolithic Rev. & Early Agricultural Societies: Beginning about 
10,000 years ago, some human communities adopted sedentism and 
agriculture, while others pursued hunter-forager or pastoralist lifestyles 
-- different pathways that had significant social and demographic 
ramifications.  

 

 

 

 

I. The Neolithic Revolution led to more complex 

social and economic systems. 





1.2 Neolithic Rev. & Early Agricultural Societies: Beginning about 
10,000 years ago, some human communities adopted sedentism and 
agriculture, while others pursued hunter-forager or pastoralist lifestyles 
-- different pathways that had significant social and demographic 
ramifications.  

 

 

 

 

II. Agriculture and pastoralism began to transform 

human societies.  





1.3 Development & Interaction of Early Societies: The appearance of 
the first urban societies 5,000 years ago laid the foundations for the 
development of complex civilizations; these civilizations shared several 
significant social, political and economic characteristics.  

 
 

 

I. Core and foundational civilizations developed in a 

variety of geographical and environmental settings 

where agriculture flourished.  





1.3 Development & Interaction of Early Societies: The appearance of 
the first urban societies 5,000 years ago laid the foundations for the 
development of complex civilizations; these civilizations shared several 
significant social, political and economic characteristics.  

 
 

 

II. The first states emerged within core civilizations in 

Mesopotamia and the Nile River Valley.  





1.3 Development & Interaction of Early Societies: The appearance of 
the first urban societies 5,000 years ago laid the foundations for the 
development of complex civilizations; these civilizations shared several 
significant social, political and economic characteristics.  

 
 

 

III. Culture played a significant role in unifying states 

through laws, language, literature, religion, myths, 

and monumental art.  




