
Hammurabi’s Code  
The following selections are from the introduction of Hammurabi’s Code. As you read, pay attention to 
our SPICE themes as well as the requirements for APPARTS. 

 
When Anu the Sublime . . . and Bel, the lord of Heaven and earth, who decreed the fate of 
the land, assigned to Marduk, the over-ruling son of Ea, God of righteousness, power over 
earthly man, and made him great . . . they called Babylon by his celebrated name, made it 
great on earth, and founded an everlasting kingdom in it. Then Anu and Bel called by name 
me, Hammurabi, the exalted prince, who feared God, to bring about the rule of righteousness 
in the land, to destroy the wicked and the evil-doers; so that the strong should not harm the 
weak; so that I should rule over the black-headed people like Shamash, and enlighten the 
land, to further the well-being of mankind. 
 
PROVISIONS IN HAMMURABI’S CODE 

42. If any one take over a field to till it, and obtain no harvest from it, it must be proved 
that he did no work on the field, and he must deliver grain, just as his neighbor raised, 
to the owner of the field. 
 
43. If he do not till the field, but let it lie fallow, he shall give grain like his neighbor's to 
the owner of the field, and the field which he let lie fallow he must plow and sow and 
return to its owner. 
 
53. If any one be too lazy to keep his dam in proper condition . . . if then the dam break 
and all the fields be flooded, then shall he in whose dam the break occurred be sold for 
money, and the money shall replace the corn which he has caused to be ruined. 
 
54. If he be not able to replace the corn, then he and his possessions shall be divided 
among the farmers whose corn he has flooded. 
 
59. If any man, without the knowledge of the owner of a garden, fell a tree in a garden 
he shall pay half a mina in money. 
 
61.  If anyone steals from a temple or the court, he shall be put to death, and also the 
one who receives the stolen thing from him shall be put to death. 
 
62.  If anyone buys from the son or the slave of another man, without witnesses or a 
contract, silver or gold…he is considered a thief and shall be put to death. 
 
117. If any one fails to pay a debt, and sells himself, his wife, his son, or daughter for 
money or give them away for forced labor: they shall work for three years in the house 
of the man who bought them and in the fourth year they shall be set free. 
 
138. If a man wishes to separate from his wife who has borne him no children, he shall 
give her the amount of her purchase money and the dowry which she brought from 
her father's house, and let her go. 
 



196. If a man put out the eye of another man, his eye shall be put out. 
 
198. If he put out the eye of a freed man, or break the bone of a freed man, he shall 
pay one gold mina. 
 
199. If he put out the eye of a man's slave, or break the bone of a man's slave, he shall 
pay one-half of its value. 
 
202. If any one strike the body of a man higher in rank than he, he shall receive sixty 
blows with an ox-whip in public. 
 
203. If a free-born man strike the body of another free-born man or equal rank, he shall 
pay one gold mina. 
 
 
 


